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True believers never blend in well in the morally upside world of today. Just like Christians are born and changed from within in the 21st century, so did it happen in the 1st century. Christians in the 1st century struggled with many things like oppositions from the Jewish Law, the Pharisees, the immoral ways of non-believers, persecution, and false prophets who undermined the authority of Paul in the Churches of Colossae, Ephesus, and Corinth. 
The Corinthians were facing challenges from the surroundings. They were unable to adapt following the pressure of conceivable sin and corruption. Confusion was eminent regarding what freedom provided by Christ meant for them, what was the view of sexuality and idols, women in the church, marriage, and even the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Paul wrote the first and second epistle to the Corinthians because the temptations of the city were making Christians fall. To answer the struggle of keeping faith and temptations abate, Paul began with greetings and then spoke about unity (1:10-4:21). The church leaders are encouraged to grow up in their faith. He then talks about the issue of lawsuits and immorality among Christians (chapters 5 and 8). He encourages the church to deal with the maters of lawsuits within the church and denounces the issue of immorality (6:9-20). Again, the pointed and practical answers that Paul gives regarding the problem of marriages and prostitution shows Christians that they should not be ready to indulge into the matters of the world because they drive away from the salvation offered by Christ.
The book of Colossians was written to combat the idea of false teaching otherwise known as “syncretism”. The church was infiltrated by teachings from Judaism, Paganism, and Greek thought. However, Paul wrote to the people of Colossae in regard to the infiltration by showing them that only by faith and can one attain an eternal life. Paul tells the Colossians that Christians are images of the invisible God (Col 1:15). He told them that God was the creator of the church, and the “head of the church, which is his body” (Col 1:18). In reply to the ideas presented by the philosophers, Paul tells the Colossians that the world’s teachings are very worthless and incomparable to the Lord’s plan. In this case, Christians are encouraged to live in unity and refute shallow answers. Again, Paul is keen to point out the importance of divinity, death, and resurrection of Christ (chapter 3, v1-4). We learn that in Christ, we have all that we can ask of and need for living a life of salvation.
Lastly, looking at the book of Ephesians, we see how the gospel faced challenges in one of the cities that was inhabited by gentiles. However, the epistle to the church in Ephesus does not really confront anyone or anything. Instead, it is a letter that is meant to congratulate and encourage the Christians in this town to remain faithful. Paul talks about the nature of the church and how Christians should behave as they are of the body of Christ. Christians have been showered with the Holy Spirit, God's kindness, freed from sin and chosen for greatness (1:3-10). Christians are encouraged to observe high moral standards b rejecting the false teachings of Paganism (chapter 4, v17). Christians are encouraged to live in unity, love and break free from jealousy, gossip, anger, backbiting, and bitterness.
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